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Sufficient Grace 
By Martha Snell Nicholson 


UFFICIENT grace, O Christ my Lord, 
Sufficient grace for me! 
Sufficient grace for life, for death, 
For all eternity ! 


Sufficient grace to wash me clean, 
Though I was black with sin; 
Without, a whited sepulcher, 
And no good thing within. 


Sufficient grace to bear my yoke, 
To wipe my tears away, 

To give me rest and sleep by night, 
And living Bread by day. 


Sufficient? Yea, and more than this: 
There is no need of mine 

Which can exhaust or even touch 
That plenty which is Thine! 


Abundant fountain, full and free, 
The fountain of Thy grace, 

Whose depths I may not even guess 
Till I behold Thy face! 


x 
In the School of Prayer 


To learn more about prayer is one 
of the Christian’s privileges. It is sad 
that we are so slow to learn, but there 
is joy in the knowledge that God al- 
ways has new blessings ahead for us in 
that realm. In a valuable book entitled 
“Prayer,” by O. Hallesby (Inter-Varsity 
Christian Fellowship, Chicago), the 
writer gives much practical advice. 
Writing of prayer as “Conversation,” he 
says: “Tell God when you are sad, 
when you are worried, when you do not 
know what to do, when you are anxious. 
He is waiting to hear about it because 
He loves you. This being the case, 


nothing is inconsequential or unimpor- 
tant. Everything that concerns you in- 
terests Him. God never intended that 
we should live our Christian life in any 
other way. Everyday Christianity can- 
not be practiced unless we incessantly 
receive into our lives that supply of 
spiritual power which is necessary in 
order to preserve within us that spirit 
which is willing to deny self, to serve 
others, to endure wrong, and to let 
others have the last word.” This is 
found in the chapter on “Forms of 


Prayer,” at the head of which is the 


< 


Signs of 


OSTON has now experienced some- 
B thing very like what occurred in 
Los Angeles. The story of Billy 
Graham’s sensational meetings in that 
great Western city has been told in THE 
Sunpay Scuoot Trmes (Dec. 17 and 24 
— issues now exhausted) by Cutler B. 
Whitwell, and in many other Christian 
and secular papers. On January 17 the 
Times received the following telegram 
from Dr. Harold Ockenga, pastor of the 
Park Street Church, Boston: 
REVIVAL FIRES SWEEP BOS- 
TON AND NEW ENGLAND IN 18- 
DAY CAMPAIGN WITH BILLY 
GRAHAM, CLIFF BARROWS, 
GRADY WILSON, BEVERLY SHEA, 
CARLETON BOOTH. 3000 PRO- 
FESSIONS OF FAITH IN CHRIST 
IN TWO WEEKS, OR EQUAL TO 
ENTIRE EIGHT WEEKS OF LOS 
ANGELES CAMPAIGN. TREMEN- 
DOUS OUTPOURING OF HOLY 
SPIRIT AT FINAL RALLY MON- 
DAY NIGHT, JANUARY 16, IN 
BOSTON GARDENS. CROWD OF 
14,000, WITH 10,000 TURNED AWAY. 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“My son, despise not the chas- 
tening of the Lord; neither be 
weary of his correction; for whom 
the Lord loveth he correcteth; even 
as a father the son in whom he de- 
lighteth” (Prov. 3:11, 12). 














line from Psalm 62:8, “Pour out your 
heart before him.” The writer gives the 
proper place to supplicatory prayer, the 
prayer of thanksgiving, praise, and then 
shows that we have much to learn in 
the way of just talking to God as our 
loving, Heavenly Father, who is inter- 
ested in all that concerns us and waiting 
to help us. We can be more free with 
Him than with any earthly friend, for 
He has said, “In every thing by prayer 
and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God” 
(Phil. 4:6). } 


a 


Revival 


NO LESS THAN 1500 DECISIONS 

IN WONDERFUL AFTER MEET- 

ING. LACK OF SUITABLE MEET- 

ING PLACE CAUSES CAMPAIGN 

TO STOP NOW. TO BE CON- 

TINUED LATE MARCH AND 

APRIL IN BOSTON AND 12 OTHER 

CITIES OF NEW ENGLAND WITH 

SAME TEAM. PRAY WITH US 

FOR A NATIONWIDE AWAKEN- 

ING. DETAILS FOLLOW IN NEWS 

RELEASE TO PRESS. 

Christian people throughout the coun- 
try, who have been praying for revival, 
will rejoice over this recent good news 
of the mighty working of the Spirit of 
God in the largest city in New England, 
where Unitarianism, Christian Science, 
and many other forms of error have 
killed many churches. It is a cause for 
thanksgiving that Boston and Los An- 
geles are not the only cities where re- 
vival fires have been burning, though 
they may not have been so spectacular 
in other towns. The following glimpses 
are taken from reports that have come 
to the Trues in recent weeks —and the 
Trmes knows that there have doubtless 
been many other meetings and cam- 
paigns which God has greatly blessed, 
but which have not been brought to its 
attention. 

In late September and early October 
Dr. Bob Wells, president of the Inter- 
national Association of Evangelists, held 
three weeks of revival meetings in Wil- 
liamsport, Pa. It was considered to be 
the “greatest city-wide evangelistic cam- 





90 (2): * 


paign in thirty-five years.” The crowds 
grew each evening until, on the closing 
Sunday, 5,000 persons jammed the con- 
verted roller-skating-rink auditorium. 
The campaign was sponsored by the 
evangelical churches and the Christian 
Businessmen’s Committee and was pre- 
sided over by the Rev. G. Blair Hemans, 
pastor of the Central Baptist Church. 
The evangelistic party, including Dr. 
Wells, J. Stratton Shufelt as song leader, 
and Les Barnett as organist, held noon- 
day meetings in the First Presbyterian 
Church, calling it a “School of Faith and 
Prayer.” More than one pastor said, 
“These noonday meetings have revolu- 
tionized my ministry. I'll never be the 
same again.” It is reported that hun- 
dreds of souls were gloriously saved and 
dealt with personally. 

“How I did enjoy Cutler Whitwell’s 
articles about the Los Angeles Revival,” 
writes Miss Laura Z, LeFevre, former 
Correspondence Editor of the TIMgEs. 
“We are having right now a small 
replica of it here in Lancaster, with the 
Dr. Bob Wells, Strat Shufelt party, un- 
der .. . the Christian Businessmen’s As- 
sociation, a splendid bunch. I have 
never seen anything like it since Billy 
Sunday days in Philadelphia. God is 
working, and how we praise Him.” 

More than 250 first-time decisions for 
Christ were recorded in a two-weeks’ 
campaign in Spokane, Wash., sponsored 
by Youth for Christ and Christian En- 
deavor. Dr. Mervin E. Rosell was the 
evangelist, and he was assisted in the 
ministry of music and song by Cliff and 
Billie Barrows. C. A. Cooper, director 
of the Spokane Youth for Christ, re- 
ports: “The spirit of the Crusade was 
as if some divine contagion had swept 
over the area. It was the talk of the 
town and in the intervening weeks since 
the close of the Crusade and the writ- 
ing of this account, almost daily new 
evidences come to light revealing what 
magnitude of God’s power and blessing 
has been wrought in lives.” 

From John Brown University in Si- 
loam Springs, Ark., came this report in 
November: 

“A week of revival meetings on the 
John Brown University campus reached 
a climax last night with a dynamic meet- 
ing which lasted for five hours. All 
who witnessed the services are saying 
they have never seen anything like it. 
For three hours following the closing 
message of the revival, a steady stream 
of penitent students, faculty, and staff 
members pressed to the front of the 
University Cathedral auditorium to tes- 
tify and make public confession of sin. 

“The Student Council of the university 
initiated the campaign, and though the 
faculty and staff gave full co-operation, 
it was primarily a movement by the 
students. A student, Phil (“Pete”) Riggs, 
youthful evangelist and well-known 
Youth for Christ speaker, brought the 
evangelistic messages each evening. 
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Walter Olsen, another student, a mis- 
sionary who spent seven years in India, 
spoke at the Sunday morning service. 
Song leaders and special music were 
provided by the university’s music divi- 
sion and the cathedral choir. 

“Leaders on ‘The Hill’ say that ‘the 
movement has been a dynamic demon- 
stration of the power of God’s Spirit 
in our midst, and we are praying that 
the revival spirit will persist here and 
also link with other revival fires to 
sweep the nation.’” 

Dr. Albert Hughes, well-known evan- 
gelist and Bible teacher of Toronto, wrote 
in the middle of December that he had 
“just come from Northwestern Schools 
at Minneapolis and have seen glorious 
things, the nearest to real revival I have 
seen for twenty-five years. Might it 
spread over the whole continent!” (The 
Rev. Billy Graham is president of the 
Northwestern Schools, founded and for 
many years directed by the late Dr. W. 
B. Riley.) 

Dr. Ernest M. Wadsworth, director of 
the Great Commission Prayer League 
and writer of “For Family Worship” in 
the Times, was instrumental in bringing 
together some 250 ministers in the Chi- 
cago area for a day of fellowship and 
prayer for revival. He reports that it 
was a time of real heart-searching, and 
that a spirit of Christian love and unity 
was very manifest among those who 
were present. 

The Philadelphia branch of Youth for 
Christ, under the leadership of Walter 
H. Smyth, brought together by invita- 
tion on November 15 about 100 minis- 


(Continued on page 105) 





Coming Next Week 





ANY readers of THE SuNDAY 

Scoot Trmes have been ap- 
proached, either on the street or 
at the doors of their homes, by 
young men or women, selling for 
a modest sum literature bearing 
the imprint of the Watchtower 
Bible and Tract Society, Inc., or 
the International Bible Students 
Association. These books and peri- 
odicals refer repeatedly to the 
Bible and at first seem interesting 
and helpful, but are they to be 
trusted? 

A careful study has been made 
of some of the recent literature of 
this group, who call themselves 
“Jehovah’s Witnesses,” and Mr. 
Donald F. Ackland, for some time 
with the LeTourneau Foundation, 
has written a series of three 
illuminating articles exposing their 
fallacies in the light of God’s 
Word. The first of these articles, 
“The False Teaching of ‘Jehovah’s 
Witnesses’ Examined,” will appear 
in next week’s Sunpay ScHOooL 
TIMEs. 
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Notes on Open Letters 


ls There a Difference Between 
“Doctrine” and “Doctrines”? 


Have been a reader of THE Sunpay 
Scuoot Trmes for many years, and it 
has been most helpful. I am puzzled 
as to the meaning of the word “doe. 
trine” as used in the Bible. 


I have been of the impression for 
years that the word “doctrine,” when 
used in the Bible refers to the teach. 
ings, ete., of God, while the wor 
used in the plural refers to the works, 
etc., of man or of devils... . 


The editorial on “Sound Doctrine” 
in’the issue of the Times of September 
24 provokes this inquiry, using. the 
sentence, “They are all contrary to the 

reat evangelical. doctrines of the 

ord.” 

I am anxious to have the correct in- 
terpretation of the great fundamental 
teachings of the Word, and_ shall 
greatly appreciate a brief statement 
through the Times giving the real, 
true meaning of these words, “doc- 
trine” and “doctrines,” as used in the 
Bible—A Mississippi reader. 

It seems to be true that. “doctrines” 
(plural) is used in the Bible only of the 
teachings of demons or men. There 
are four occurrences: Matthew 15:9; 
Colossians 2:22; 1 Timothy 4:1; and He- 
brews 13:9. (Mark 7:7 corresponds to 
Matt. 15:9.) There are approximately 
forty references to “doctrine” (singular), 
most of which have to do with true or 
right doctrine, though there are a few 
exceptions, as “a doctrine of vanities” 
(Jer. 10:8); “the doctrine of Balaam” 
(Rev. 2:14). “Good doctrine” occurs 
twice; “my doctrine” four times; “sound 
doctrine” four times. (Figures and ref- 
erences based on Walker’s Concordance 
to the King James Version.) 

However, in ‘common usage, “doc- 
trines” and “doctrine” are used inter- 
changeably to designate sound, Scrip- 
tural teachings, as well as_ false 
teachings. Thus, we speak of the fun- 
damental doctrines, as the virgin birth, 
the inspiration of the Scriptures, salva- 
tion by faith, the resurrection of the 
body. Or, we may speak of false doc- 
trines, as Christian Science, Spiritism, 
Theosophy. Sometimes reference is 
made to the whole body of Christian 
doctrine, including the many important 
teachings of the Bible; or, a system may 
be described as dangerous doctrine, as, 
for example, Russellism. 

The fact that present-day usage among 
Christians, in respect to these and other 
words, does not always run parallel to 
the English of the King James Version 
does not prove that our usage is -wrong, 
for that version is three hundred years 
old. It should be carefully noted that 
only usage or style is in question here, 
and not any teaching of Scripture, and 
no question is raised as to the literal 
meaning of its words. 
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|. Visiting Work Among the Maya Indians 


Where Roman Catholicism perpetuates 


ancient paganism 


T WAS quite thrilling to visit the 
ruins of the ancient civilization of 


the Maya Indians at Chicen Itza and © 


Uxmal. A few days before I flew home, 
Brainerd Legters and German Celis, pas- 
tor of the Evangelical Church of the 
Divine Saviour in Merida, accompanied 
me to the Chichen Itza ruins. Brainerd 
and Elva Legters, Mrs. Celis, three Maya 
Indian girls at the school in Merida, and 
two nephews of Celis went with me on 
the trip to Uxmal. These are priceless 
archaeological discoveries and architec- 
tural and. sculptural gems, and much 
time could be given to describing the 
grandeur of these cities of antiquity. 
Wherever I looked I saw exquisite carv- 
ings with motifs of the serpent, tiger, 
turtle, and eagle with claws clutching 
a human heart, in the buildings devoted 
to worship. I said it was thrilling to 
witness all this, but, alas, it was also 
sad to discover that, in spite of the high 
degree of civilization of the Mayans, much 
in advance of the American Indians, 
there were manifold evidences that these 
people were thoroughly pagan. It was 
said of the Greeks that they had more 
gods than men, and the worship of these 
Indians was not much better. Here were 
proofs of Romans 1:25, where it is said 
that men “changed the truth of God 
into a lie, and worshipped and served 
the creature more than the Creator.” 


Incentives to Catholic Baptism 

I stood at the brink of the great sacred 
well, where, in times of drought, sacri- 
fices of every description were offered, 
including human beings, to appease the 
wrath of Chatnool, the rain god, whose 
image was in evidence everywhere in 
Chichen Itza, 

When Cortes arrived and conquered 
this land, about 1519, this civilization 
was discovered, and history records that 
the Indians were compelled to accept 
the Roman Catholic creeds and practices 
at the point of the sword. Multitudes 
were baptized without knowing what 
it was all about, except that the rite 
saved their lives. Dr. Hubert Brown 
states in his “Mexico in Transition” that 
the Roman Catholic priests boasted that 


the ordinary day’s work was to baptize 


from 10,000 to 20,000 Indians. Since laws 
were enacted making only children of 
baptized parents eligible to inherit prop- 
erty, it is no wonder that within a few 
years. 4,000,000 Indians were baptized. 
The Virgin was substituted for their own 
agricultural gods. Essentially Catholi- 
cism among the Indians is nothing more 
than the forms taken over from the old 
Indian idolatry, and the same old super- 


By HARRY J. JAEGER 


Executive Vice-President of the Sunday School Times 


For several years Mr. Jaeger has had 
a standing invitation from his mis- 
sionary friends in Mexico to come 
down and visit their work. It holds 
a peculiar interest for him, as he has 
for some years been a member of the 
Council of the Pioneer Mission 
Agency and, more recently, chairman 
of the Council in the United States 
of the Mexican Indian Mission. So 
last October 23 Mr. Jaeger flew down 
to Mexico and spent a month with 
members of the Mexican Indian Mis- 
sion; and with David Brainerd Leg- 
ters (son of the late Rev. L. L. Leg- 
ters, and named for the great 
missionary to the American Indians) 
and his wife, who have for years 
collaborated with the Mexican Pres- 
byterian Church. This is the first 
of a brief series of articles in which 
Mr. Jaeger tells of what he observed 
in that foreign mission field which 
adjoins our southern border. The 
second article will be published next 
week. 





































stitions and idolatries exist today as they 


did before the days of the Spanish con- 
quest of the imposition of the Roman 
Catholic system. 

There are constant evidences of the 
indifference of the Indians to the Roman 
Catholic Church and the non-religionists 
have grown in great number. The mis- 
ery of the people, especially out in the 
villages, is very pronounced, and drunk- 
enness is found among practically all 
who have not been wooed by the Holy 
Spirit to simple faith in the Lord Jesus 
Christ. And here in this dark land, still 
saturated with paganism, ignorance, and 
unbelief, I found missionaries at work 
snatching many from the burning. 

I was put to work at once, and the day 
after my arrival preached in the Evan- 
gelical Church of the Divine Saviour, 
where German Celis is pastor. He is 
in charge of the workers who for many 
years have been supported by the Pio- 
neer Mission Agency. Elva Legters did 
an outstanding job of intrepreting. The 
church was filled, and the people seemed 
hungry for the Word. Before many 
hours Brainerd and Elva Legters, Pastor 
Celis, and myself were on our way to 
the little village of Tahmek, about thirty 
miles away from Merida. The “Insti- 
tute” was to be held here under the 
direction of the Legters. Brainerd Leg- 
ters is delegated by the church in Yuca- 
tan as the director of institutes and 
translation work. He is, of course, al- 
ways available for evangelistic and 


Bible-teaching ministry. His wife, Elva, 
is his very capable helper. Being a 
registered nurse, she gives much time 
in genuine devoted labor to the Maya 
Indians, whom she and her husband 
have come to love, Then, of course, 
there is David, their son, who must be 
educated in the jungles of Mexico; and 
Elva again shows her proficiency by 
instructing him through the famous Cal- 
vert system. Incidentally, David is busy 
these days attending to a new cocker 
spaniel dog called “Blackie” and a baby 
jaguar, and has a fine friend in Woody 
Finley, the son of Mr. Ted Finley. 


The Purpose of the Institutes 


Each Institute is held at a different 
village in order to permit the Christians 
of various locations to attend the studies, 
Of course, the Institutes are primarily 
to enable the native workers to meet for 
Bible study, for the discussion of prob- 
lems, and the outlining of policies for 
the work of the ensuing months. The 
Pioneer Mission Agency contributes 
toward the expenses of these Institutes, 
which are held two or three times a year. 
The revision of the hymnal was one 
object of this Institute. 


For a week we were to live in the 
most primitive fashion. We had just a 
single room mud house with thatched 
roof, no windows, and dirt floor, among 
the pigs, chickens, turkeys, dogs, rats, 
fleas, mosquitoes, and innumerable other 
tropical insects. I realized more than 
ever that the grace of God is the power 
alone that enables the missionary to 
exist under such primitive, unsanitary 
conditions. This was to be a blessed 
week, however, as each day I was given 
the privilege of conducting two classes 
of Bible study, one at 6 am. and the 
other at 3 p.m. The entire day was taken 
up with meetings for the workers, and Mr. 
and Mrs. Legters and Mr. Celis were kept 
busy. In the evening meetings the vil- 
lage people came in and a Gospel mes- 
sage was given by either Pastor Celis 
or one of the workers. 

One morning we all arose long before 
dawn, as there was to be a baptismal 
service at 4.30 am. Having the meeting 
this early enabled the people to return 
to their homes and go to the regular 
day’s work. Pastor Celis officiated and 
the church was well filled. Nine men, 
two women, and four children were bap- 
tized. The men and women were also 
received into the membership of the 
church, having completed the catechetical 
preparation. Pastor Celis spoke very 
solemnly to the people, and Brainerd, 
who was sitting next to me and who had 
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prayed just before baptism, interpreted 
for me. It was very clearly pointed out 
to the new members that this profession 
of faith meant the acknowledgment of 
the Lord Jesus Christ as their own per- 
sonal Saviour. This acknowledgment 
also carried with it a declaration of their 
willingness to die for Him and their 
faith in Him if need be. To this they 
all responded in the affirmative. Here 
indeed, amidst the active antagonists of 
the Gospel, much suffering and persecu- 
tion will follow those who were taking 
this step, and Mr. Celis told them so 
and urged them, in spite of the trials, to 
remain constant. He pointed out that 
this acknowledgment carried with it a 
determination on their part to submit 
their lives to God so that the life of 
Christ might be revealed through them. 
They were urged to keep their member- 
ship in the church with which they were 
becoming affiliated, because there were 
other churches which did not teach the 
same doctrines as this one and whose 
doctrines were erroneous. Obedience to 
the pastor and elders was stressed. The 
failure to do so would mar the witness 
of the testimony before an unbelieving 
world. All of these procedures were 
very reverent, and I concluded that the 
Mexican Evangelical Church no doubt 
had fewer nominal church members 
among its congregations than many of 
the congregations at home. 

One of those who had been baptized 
was a young man, Victor Chi. Brainerd 
knew his family when he had first come 
to Mexico thirteen years ago. The fam- 
ily had been in and out of the church 
for one reason or another. They had 
been childless and after much prayer 
a baby girl was born to them instead of 
a son, for which they had prayed. This 
so infuriated them that they went back 
into nominal Roman Catholicism. Then 
later their house burned to the ground, 
and they took this as a chastening from 
the Lord and returned to the Evangelical 
Church. How often we see Christians 
wilting under the chastening that God 
permits, but not so with this family be- 
cause they despised not the chastening 
of the Lord, nor fainted, but endured it 
and enjoyed the promise of God in the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness (Heb. 
12:5, 7, 11). This young man had been 
won to the Lord, through the witness 
of our evangelist, from a degenerate life 
in the Chicle country. Brainerd was 
overjoyed with this happy event, and I 
took pictures of him embracing this 
brother in the Lord. 

Another extremely interesting event 
took place at Tahmek. The leading elder 
of the local congregation was married 
and Brainerd and Elva were selected as 
god-parents (a custom among the In- 
dians.) The first part of the wedding 
ceremonies was at the home of the civil 
authority of the village, which was 
packed with friends of the couple. There 
was much reading out of a big book by 
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the head man, then the recording of sig- 
natures or mark of identification, and the 
imprinting of fingerprints in a big book. 
This was followed by a parade through 
the village. Brainerd walked with the 
bride, who is just about half his size, 
and Elva walked with the groom, who, 
strangely enough, is smaller than she. 
Arriving at the building used for 
the church we found it filled with the 
villagers dressed in their finest apparel. 
Then Pastor Celis performed the Chris- 
tian marriage ceremony and preached to 
the assemblage a real evangelistic mes- 
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sage. Following the service we all went 
to the groom’s home for refreshments, 
which consisted of good American “pop,” 

The meetings of the last two days of 
the Institute were to be held in Merida, 
in order to give the workers the oppor. 
tunity of coming into the airport to see 
me fly away to Mexico City, from which 
I was to go up to the fields of the Mexi-. 
can Indian Mission. I was to return to 
Yucatan in two weeks to spend another 
week with Mr. and Mrs. Legters. 

(To be continued) 


A Visit to Robert Murray McCheyne’s Church’ 


Where the fragrant memory of his short 
but Spirit-filled ministry still lingers today 


T. PETER’S CHURCH, Dundee, was the 
child of St. John’s and particularly 
of its energetic and clear-sighted min- 
ister, the Rev. John Roxburgh, who saw 
the need in the west side of the city, 
and was instrumental in bringing in sub- 
scriptions to the amount of £1,288/19/7. 
The same Mr. Roxburgh presided at the 
dedication of the building on May 15, 
1836, and his session nominated the first 
elders and managers. 

It is interesting to learn that the 
“leet” (group) of candidates presented 
by Dr. Chalmers, Dr. Welsh, and Dr. 
Candlish for the St, Peter’s charge con- 
tained six men, including not only Rob- 
ert Murray McCheyne, then assistant at 
Larbert, but his close friend and biog- 
rapher, Andrew Bonar. Apparently the 
choice of McCheyne, by a vote made 
unanimous by the acquiescence of a 
small minority, did not stir any resent- 
ment in Bonar, and it was after the 
appointment that the friendship ripened 
into the close bond that it became. Mr. 
McCheyne was inducted as first minis- 
ter of St. Peter’s on November 24, 1836, 
being introduced by his senior at Lar- 
bert, the Rev. John Bonar. 

Thus Robert Murray McCheyne was 
St. Peter’s first pastor, at the age of 
twenty-three. He served only six and a 
half years, battling against poor health, 
yet giving himself with such untiring 
devotion, and with such an enduement 
of the Holy Spirit, that his brief course 
left a profound impression, not only on 
St. Peter’s and the city of Dundee, but 
all Scotland; and his influence is still 
felt, a century later, in evangelical 
circles throughout the world. 

An important interlude of those years 
was his visit to the Holy Land, in com- 
pany with Dr. Black, Dr. Reith, and the 
Rev. Andrew Bonar. The journey com- 
bined a search for health with a “mis- 
sion of enquiry into the state of the 
Jews” in Palestine. One doubts the wis- 
dom of such a combination, especially 
for a man so intense as McCheyne, and 


By J. C. MACAULAY, DD, 


indeed at one point in the journey it 
seemed doubtful if he would ever see 
Scotland again. As a mission, the jour. 
ney had larger returns. 

This absence was as significant for the 
church as for the minister, whose prayer 
was answered that the services of the 
Rev. William C. Burns would be blessed 
with an abundant outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit’s power. On his return, Mr. Me. 
Cheyne found St. Peter’s enjoying sea- 
sons of revival, and this heartened him 
to still greater endeavors. Within four 
and a half years he had burned him. 
self out, and an attack of typhus ended 
his earthly career, but not his influence, 
on March 14, 1843. His relatives wished 
to have the body returned to Edinburgh 
for burial, but they yielded to the ear- 
nest plea of his congregation to have 
him buried at the scene of his labors, 
in a special spot between the kirkyard 
and the kirk. The place of the burial 
is enclosed, but the church officer is 
always willing to give interested friends 
access to the sacred spot, where the 
monument erected by the sorrowing con- 
gregation bears the inscription: 

Erected 
By his sorrowing flock 
in memory of 
The Reverend Robert Murray McCheyne 
First minister of St. Peter’s Church, 
Dundee 
who died on the 25th day of March, 1843, 


in the thirtieth year of his age 
and seventh of his ministry. 


Walking closely with God, 

An example of the believers, 
In word, in conversation, in charity, 

In spirit, in faith, in purity: 
He ceased not day and night to labour 

And watch for souls 
_And he was honoured by his Lord 

1 The memory of its first minister has been 
revived in the new edition of ‘‘Memoirs of 
McCheyne — Including His Letters and Mes- 
sages,” originally edited by Andrew A. Bonar, 
and newly edited by S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
of the Moody Bible Institute. It is one of 
the volumes in the Wvecliffe Series of Chris- 
tian Classics. (Moody Press, Chicago 10; $3.50.) 
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Lesson for February 19 


To draw many wanderers out of darkness 
Into the path of life. 


“Them also which sleep in Jesus will God 


bring with Him.” 

Mr. McCheyne had indoctrinated his 
people in the principles of a free church, 
with the result that, when the Disrup- 
tion took place, just two months after 
his decease, St. Peter’s separated from 
the established church and became a 
congregation of the Free Church of 
Scotland, before calling a new pastor. 
It was as a Free Church, therefore, that 
they called the Rev. Isley Burns, brother 
of William, who had been so ‘signally 
used of God during Mr. McCheyne’s ab- 
sence, and who was now doing a not- 
able work in China in association with 
Dr. J. Hudson Taylor. 

Mr. Burns was faced with the difficult 
task of securing the property for St. 
Peter’s, in face of a considerable debt, 
and fears that the Church of Scotland, 
from which the congregation had se- 
ceded, might deprive them of it. The 
several difficulties were overcome, and 
St. Peter’s Free Church held full title 
to church, school, and kirkyard. 

The ministry of Mr. Burns was of a 
high order, and when he accepted the 
chair of Church History in the Free 
Church College of Glasgow, he left not 
only a flourishing church, but a vigor- 
ous young mission in Taylor’s Lane. 

St. Peter’s next minister, the Rev. 
Duncan Macgregor, came to them from a 
Gaelic charge in Glasgow. He had the 


‘Highland fire, sanctified by the Holy 


Spirit, and attracted such crowds to his 
preaching that the accommodation of the 
church was strained beyond capacity. 
The mission on Taylor’s Lane was also 
leaping ahead, and under the leadership 
of Mr. Macgregor a new building was 
erected to house the enlarged organiza- 
tion now named the McCheyne Memo- 
rial Church. The opening of the new 
McCheyne Memorial was a notable occa- 
sion, for on that day, May 12, 1870, C. 
H. Spurgeon, the great Baptist, preached 
the dedicatory sermons for a Presbyte- 
rian church. The mission was not closed, 
but was taken over by the McCheyne 
Memorial Church. Thus the child 
adopted its own parent. 

The ministry of the Rev. John Jenkins 
af St. Peter’s had several noteworthy 
features. For one thing, it was the long- 
est thus far, for Mr, Jenkins was with 
them for thirty years, leaving them only 
for the call to Glory. As his predeces- 
sor had introduced Spurgeon into the 
life of St. Peter’s, so Mr. Jenkins brought 
the great Alexander Whyte of Free 
St. George’s, Edinburgh, as induction 
preacher. In his day, too, the “kist o’ 
whustles” was accepted as an aid to the 
service of praise, when Mr. Thomas 
Thoms made a gift of an American organ 
to the church. So the precentor’s office 
was made vacant for all time, replaced 
by the organist and choirmaster. We 
can be very sure that the innovation 
did not meet with unanimous approval. 
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Fifty years after McCheyne’s death, St. 


Peter’s was yielding to the pressure of 


a “new age”! 

As the church of McCheyne joined 
the seceders in 1843, so they swung into 
the union movement of 1900, when the 
Free Church and the United Presbyte- 
rian Church combined to form the 
strong United Free Church of Scotland. 
This involved no compromise of the Free 
Church principles, nor of evangelical doc- 
trine. Apparently the introduction of 
the organ created more ruffled feelings 
than the union. 

Mr, Jenkins also introduced the ar- 
rangement of “colleague and successor,” 
with the approval of the General As- 
sembly of 1905. For one year only did 
he enjoy this comradeship in service, and 
left the Rev. Alexander Whyte in full 
charge on December 10, 1906. 

Mr. Whyte almost equaled his prede- 
cessor’s term of service, being promoted 
“to higher service” in 1934, after carry- 
ing the church through another ecclesi- 
astical crisis—the union of the United 
Free Church and the Church of Scot- 
land—in 1929. Thus St. Peter’s was 
back where it was in McCheyne’s day, 
as far as ecclesiastical relationship is 
concerned, save that the new Church 
of Scotland is disestablished in the sense 
of being free of state control. Whether 
McCheyne would have approved the 
union on other grounds is another ques- 
tion. So we begin with St. Peter’s in 
1836, see it become St. Peter’s Free 
Church in 1843, St. Peter’s United Free 
Church in 1900, and now it is again St. 
Peter’s Church. It has passed one se- 
cession and two unions. 

The introduction of the individual 
communion cups in Mr. Whyte’s day 
marked another breach with tradition. 
Little difficulty seems to have been ex- 
perienced over this change. 

The centenary celebrations of the 
church in November, 1936, were made 
an occasion for honoring the still tender 
memory of Robert Murray McCheyne. 
The centennial sermon was preached by 
Dr. Lamont, Moderator of the General 
Assembly, who chose as his text 2 Corin- 
thians 5:20, a verse which McCheyne 
had given to his friend Andrew Bonar 
on the latter’s appointment to the Col- 
lace charge: “Now then we are ambas- 
sadors for Christ, as thought God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 


Thirty years or more ago I was preach- 
ing in the Baptist Church at Pitlochry, 
and was informed of an elderly woman 
who resided a little way out from the 
town, and who would appreciate a call. 


It was an unforgettable visit. She was 
an aged saint, past her ninety-third 
year, and ripe in the knowledge of 
Christ. Next to the Lord Himself, Rob- 
ert Murray McCheyne filled her conver- 
sation. She was a young woman of 
eighteen when McCheyne died, but she 
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had carried all through the years fra- 
grant memories of the man of God whose 
ministry had brought her to the Saviour 
and established her in the way of life. 
Two thoughts pressed upon my mind 
from that hour of wonderful fellowship. 
One is expressed by the verse: 

E’en down to old age all My people shall 

prove : 

My sovereign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

And then, when grey hairs shall their 

temples adorn, 

Like lambs they shall still in My bosom 

be borne. 

The other thought was of the power of 
a minister’s influence. It was a solemn 
thought. I had it in my power to mold 
lives. Would I be enough of a man of 
God to put the impress of Christ on 
young lives, or would I put the stamp 
of the world on those who came within 
the sphere of my influence? I had better 
pray, with Murray McCheyne, “Lord, 
make me as holy as a redeemed sinner 
can be.” 

The interior of St. Peter’s is brighter 
than the somber exterior would promise, 
The light oak frontage, including pulpit, 
choir, and organ paneling, adds cheer- 
fulness. The old pulpit, from which 
Murray McCheyne poured forth his* ear- 
nest entreaties, is no longer in the 
church proper, but is preserved in Lower 
Hall, where it is still used, although the 
crimson plush shows much wear. The 
congregation does not overflow, as in 
former days, and apparently nobody ex- 
pects to see the 1,100 sittings filled ex- 
cept on very special occasions. This, 
unfortunately, is rather a common atti- 
tude in churches with congregations 
smaller than capacity. 

The children gather for the early part 
of the church service, and, after the 
children’s address, march out to Sunday 
school. There is no adult Sunday school, 
such as is common among us, but a 
pastor’s Bible class somewhat compen- 
sates for that lack. Personally, I do not 
like to see the children go out. Despite 
the theorists, the wiggliest children are 
among my best friends in church, and 
they get far more out of the services 
than they recite to their parents around 
the dinner table. It is not always those 
who can recite the most that get the 
most! But I am not minister of St. 
Peter’s, so I gave the children’s address, 
and sorrowfully saw them leave me to 
the task of speaking to their elders. The 
rigorous days when a minister who 
spoke for less than an hour and a half 
was considered lazy are passed. I am 
afraid I preached too long even for St. 
Peter’s. But the pre-eminence of the 
Cross is too big a theme for treatment 
in twenty minutes! 

The clerk of session of St. Peter’s is 
Mr. John Muir, M.A. He is the third 
clerk of session in more than a hundred 
years! And he is full of St. Peter’s 
and Murray McCheyne. After the serv- 
ice he showed us some of the McCheyne 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 8. FEBRUARY 19. THE FIGHT FOR CHRISTIAN FREEDOM 


Acts 15:1-35; Galatians 2; printed text, Acts 15:1-6, 22-29; Galatians 2:16 


Golden Text.—Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled again 
with the yoke of bondage.—Gal. 5:1 


Kinc James VERSION 

Acts 15:1 And certain men which came down from Judza 
taught the brethren, and said, Except ye be circumcised after 
the manner of Moses, ye cannot be saved. 

2 When therefore Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension 
and disputation with them, they determined that Paul and 
Barnabas, and certain other of them, should go up to Jerusalem 
unto the apostles and elders about this question. 

3 And being brought on their way by the church, they passed 
through Phenice and Samaria, declaring the conversion of the 
Gentiles: and they caused great joy unto all the brethren. 

4 And when they were come to Jerusalem, they were received 
of the church, and of the apostles and elders, and they declared 
all things that God had done with them. 

5 But there rose up certain of the sect of the Pharisees which 
believed, saying, That it was needful to circumcise them, and to 
command them to keep the law of Moses. 

6 And the apostles and elders came together for to consider 
of this matter. . 

22 Then pleased it the apostles and elders with the whole 
church, to send chosen men of their own company to Antioch 
with Paul and Barnabas; namely, Judas surnamed Barsabas, and 
Silas, chief men among the brethren: 


apostles and elders and brethren send greeting unto the brethren 
which are of the Gentiles in Antioch and Syria and Cilicia: 

24 Forasmuch as we have heard, that certain which went out 
from us have troubled you with words, subverting your souls, 
saying, Ye must be circumcised, and keep the law: to whom we 
gave no such commandment: 

25 It seemed good unto us, being assembled with one accord, 
to send chosen men unto you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul, 

26 Men that have hazarded their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

27 We have sent therefore Judas and Silas, who shall also tel] 
you the same things by mouth. 

28 For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and to us, to lay 
upon you no greater burden than these necessary things; 

29 That ye abstain from meats offered to idols, and from blood, 
and from things strangled, and from fornication: from which if 
ye keep yourselves, ye shall do well. Fare ye well. 

Gal. 2:16 Knowing that a man is not justified by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have be. 
lieved in Jesus Christ, that we might be justified by the faith of 
Christ, and not by the works of the law: for by the works of 
the law shall no flesh be justified. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter. 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 


23 And they wrote letters by them after this manner; The 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By H. A. Ironside, Litt.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 
E HAVE seen already how the 
W strong prejudices of many of the 
Jewish Christians were offended 
by the acceptance of Gentile converts 
on the ground of pure grace, without 
insisting on circumcision and obedience 
to the Law of Moses. So busy had cer- 
tain legalistic emissaries from Jerusalem 
become, and so disturbing had been their 
propaganda among the churches of the 
Gentiles, that the brethren at Antioch 
in Syria felt there must be a more defi- 
nite understanding regarding the ques- 
tions at issue, otherwise strife and divi- 
sion would destroy much of the work 
already accomplished, and hinder the 
spread of the Gospel in the future. So, 
at their request, Paul and Barnabas and 
several of their own leading men from 
the Antioch church arranged to go to 
Jerusalem to lay the matter before the 

apostles and elders there. 

It is well to be clear as to the issue 
at stake when Paul and Barnabas went 
up to counsel with the brethren at Jeru- 
salem. It was not simply a question of 
championing freedom and brotherhood. 
It was, as Paul himself says, “that the 
truth of the gospel might continue with” 
the believers from among the Gentiles 
as well as from among the Jews. It 
was the denial of the great truth of 
justification by faith alone, about which 
he was so concerned. He could not tol- 
erate any adding of legal works to the 
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finished work of the Cross. Completely 
delivered himself from all thought of 
personal merit or Law-works as a pro- 
curing cause of salvation or a means of 
sanctification, he stood firmly against the 
efforts of certain Judaizing propagand- 
ists, who sought to bring the believers 
from among the Gentiles into the bond- 
age from which he himself had been set 
free through faith in the One who had 
become the end of the Law for right- 
eousness to all who believe in His name. 


The Historical Setting 

Among the chronologists there is con- 
siderable diversity of judgment as to 
the exact year of the Jerusalem council, 
some putting it as early as A.D. 47, others 
as late as A.D. 50. It occurred a “long 
time” (Acts 14:28) after the return of 
Paul and Barnabas from their first mis- 
sionary journey, so that the later date 
seems most likely to be correct. 


Verse by Verse 

Acts 15:1.—“Except ye be circumcised 
... ye cannot be saved.” It is always 
contrary to the truth of the Gospel when 
anything is added to simple faith in the 
Lord Jesus Christ in order to insure sal- 
vation. It makes no difference whether 
it be some ordinance, religious rite, or 
obedience to certain laws. As Dr. Wil- 
liam Pettingill so often puts it: “Salva- 
tion is by grace through faith plus noth- 
ing.” 

Verse 2—“They determined that Paul 
and Barnabas, and certain other of them, 
should go up to Jerusalem . , . about 
this question.” This was a wise move 


on the part of the leaders at Antioch, 
inasmuch as the legalistic teachers who 
were troubling them professed to have 
come directly from the mother church 
at Jerusalem, 

Verse 3.—“Declaring the conversion of 
the Gentiles.” As they passed through 
various cities and countries where Chris- 
tian churches had been established al- 
ready, they made known in each place 
what God had done among the Gentiles. 
They were warmly received and their 
testimony moved the hearts of these 
young Christians, causing them to re- 
joice and praise God for these evidences 
of the working of His Holy Spirit. 

Verse 4—“When they were come to 
Jerusalem .. , they declared all things 
that God had done with them.” Arriv- 
ing at their destination, they were re- 
ceived cordially by the apostles and 
elders, to whom they gave a report of 
the way God had blessed their ministry 
among the Gentiles. 

Verse 5.—“There rose up certain of 
the sect of the Pharisees which believed.” 
These were, undoubtedly, sincere be- 
lievers in Christ who had not yet come 
to understand the truth of the new dis- 
pensation and the Christian’s deliver- 
ance from the Law of Moses. In order 
to clear their minds it was arranged, 
therefore, to have a special conference 
session to take up the questions at issue. 

Verse 6—“The apostles and elders 
came together.” These leaders among 
the people of God in Jerusalem arranged 
a meeting to hear the representatives of 
the work at Antioch and to present the 
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Lesson for February 19 


Hebrew-Christian viewpoint. A lengthy 
debate followed, as indicated in verses 


7 to 21. 

Verse 22.—“Then pleased it the apos- 
tles .. . with the whole church, to send 
chosen men.” As a result of the discus- 
sion, the truth of justification by faith 
alone was brought out so clearly that 
the council was unanimous in sending a 
conciliatory message to the Gentile 
churches. 

Acts 15:23—‘“The apostles and elders 
and brethren send greeting unto the 
brethren which are of the Gentiles.” 
This was the beginning of an official 
proclamation from the church in Jeru- 
salem to the Gentile believers “in Anti- 
och and Syria and Cilicia,” giving the 
findings of the first church council re- 
garding Law and grace. 


Verse 24.—“Certain [men] which went 
out from us have troubled you ... to 
whom we gave no such commandment.” 
Those in authority in Jerusalem dis- 
evowed any connection with the legal- 
istic-appointed Law-preachers, who had 
so perplexed the Christians who had 
come to the Lord out of heathenism. 


Verse 25.—“Being assembled with one 
accord.” In spite of some slight doctrinal 
divergencies, there was a marked spirit 
of brotherliness and true Christian unity 
at this meeting in Jerusalem. 


Verse 26—“Men that have hazarded 
their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” In this way the Jewish 
Christians expressed their esteem for 
the two great leaders in the work among 
the Gentiles, who were to carry these 
decrees back to Antioch and other places, 


Verse 27.—“Judas and Silas, who shall 
also tell you the same things by mouth.” 
These were recognized teachers in Judea, 
who were chosen to accompany the 
others to Antioch in order to confirm 
their testimony and bear witness to the 
attitude of the leaders in the older 
churches of Palestine. 


Verse 28.—“It seemed good to the Holy 
Ghost, and to us.” Assured that their 
decisions were the mind of the Spirit 
and that they had been divinely guided 
in their deliberations, they counseled 
their Gentile brethren as to matters of 
conduct, which, if not heeded, would 
give needless offense. 

Verse 29.—“That ye abstain from meats 
offered to idols, and from blood, and 
from things strangled, and from fornica- 
tion.” The first three were offenses 


‘against Jewish prejudices: the last was 


@ positive offense against morals. The 
Christian should be careful to behave 
80 as to give no one unnecessary offense, 
and to. preserve his body in purity as 
unto the Lord. 

2:16—“By the works of the law 
shall no flesh be justified.” This verse 
epitomizes the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, as set forth in the Epistle to the 
Galatians. It shows us that no one can 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


7. February 12.—The Gospel Moves 
Westward Acts 13:2 to 14:28 


Next Week's Lesson 
9. February 26.—Planting a@ Church in 
a Pagan City ‘Temperance). Acts 


15:36 to 18:22; 1 Corinthians 5:9 
to 6:20; 2 Corinthians 6:11 to 7:1 








be justified before God on the ground 
of human merit, but only through faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

While each early Christian church or 
assembly was individually responsible to 
Christ, the risen Head, yet all were in- 
terrelated in a wonderful fellowship, 
which made it all-important that no 
questions should be permitted to arise 
and pass unchallenged that would have 
a tendency to sow discord and result 
in the sin of schism. This gives us the 
true background of the Jerusalem coun- 
cil. Had this principle always been 
adhered to, the visible church would 
not be scattered and divided as it is 
today. But it still behooves all of like 
precious faith to seek to go on in unity, 
standing together for the truth of the 
Gospel and our common liberty in Christ, 
watching carefully against any sub- 
versive teachings that would have a con- 
trary effect and so hinder the carrying 
out of the world-wide missionary pro- 
gram given by our blessed Lord. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

It is most precious to consider how the 
grace of God wrought in the hearts of 
the church at Jerusalem to avert a break 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT name was given to the sect 
represented by these “men 
from Judza”? 

2. Why did not these men say, “cir- 
cumcised after the manner of Abraham”? 

3. If eircumcision was given to Abra- 
ham under a covenant of grace, why was 
it then obligatory? (See Gen. 17:12-14.) 

4. Since Paul was an apostle, why was 
not his decision accepted without re- 
course to Jerusalem? 

5. What was Peter’s contribution to the 
discussion? 

6. What did Paul and Barnabas con- 
tribute? 

7. What 
James? 

8. What is made clear in this story 
about the origin of the Judaizing doc- 
trine? 

9. What authority did the Jerusalem 
council claim in its statement? 

10. What limitations are put on Chris- 
tian freedom? 

(Answers on page 102) 


was the contribution of 
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between the Gentile churches and those 
of a distinctly Hebraic character. The 
clear reasoning of Peter and James and 
the transparent honesty of Barnabas and 
Paul carried all before them. The let- 
ters sent by special messengers to Anti- 
och and the other churches in Syria 
and Cilicia made it clear that the legal 
propagandists who had troubled them 
acted on their own initiative and: with- 
out authority from James or other apos- 
tles. The cordial endorsement of “our 
beloved Barnabas and Paul” must have 
meant a great deal to those who had 
been blessed so richly through their 
ministry. 

A careful reading of the Epistle to the 
Galatians will throw much additional 
light upon the seriousness of the con- 
troversy that necessitated the Jerusalem 
council. The Judaizing system that Paul 
combated was undermining the whole 
Christian revelation. In its last analysis, 
it was the teaching that salvation was 
by human effort rather than by grace. 
Such principles, if accepted by the Gen- 
tile churches, would have been utterly 
subversive and would have nullified the 
message of the Gospel completely. This 
explains the fervor with which Paul 
dealt with it, while at the same time 
manifesting the greatest consideration 
for his brethren at Jerusalem, in order 
that there might be no division between 
those who were all alike saved by grace 
and sought to be faithful to Christ. 


Lesson Outline 

1. Legalism threatens Christian fellow- 
ship (Acts 15:1) 

. The mission to Jerusalem (vs. 2-4) 

. The Jerusalem council (vs.° 5-21) 

. Legality disowned (vs. 22-24) 

. Fellowship maintained (vs. 25, 26) 

. Unanimity in testimony (vs. 27, 28) 

. Morality enjoined (v. 29) 


Summaries and Applications 

In reading Acts 15 we need to remem- 
ber that the more rigid Jewish believers 
conscientiously believed the Scriptures 
were on their side; hence their zeal for 
circumcision and the Law of Moses. 

It was the setting forth of the divine 
purpose for this age that cleared up the 
whole subject, which otherwise might 
have been used of Satan to divide the 
believers. 

We may learn much as to how to deal 
with vexing questions as we contemplate 
the courteousness of Paul and Barnabas 
and the grace and consideration of Peter 
and James. 

Law and grace are like oil and water. 
They are two principles that never mix 
(Rom. 11:6). 

Winona Lake, IND. 


Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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From the Platform 


By Joseph Edwin Harris 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
gracious Father in Heaven, receive our 
praise and gratitude for the merciful 
kindness Thou art constantly bestowing 
upon us. We thank Thee that Thou 
dost not give to us according to what 
we deserve, but according to Thy kind- 
ness toward us through Christ Jesus. 
Fill our hearts with a love for Thee 
worthy of Thy love toward us, and may 
it be our joy ever to do only those things 
that are pleasing in Thy sight. Grant 
relief to the suffering and comfort to 
the sad, and by the power of the Gospel 
release the slaves of sin. Send a great 
spiritual awakening to this and to other 
lands. From Thy Word teach us more 
of Thyself and of Thy glorious Gospel, 
and bring us each one into the place of 
Thy choice for getting the knowledge 
of the Saviour out to all the world. 
These things we ask through Thy Son 
and for Thy glory. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—One Christmas, at 
our house, two of the boys received 
watches as gifts. To get at them they 
had to unwrap layer after layer of wrap- 
ping till finally what began as a sizeable 
parcel shrank to a small one and at last 
the watch itself stood revealed. It took 
the boys far less time to get those wrap- 





SALVATION IS 
BY HRIST NOT 


EREMONY 
pings off than it had taken us to put 
them on, and once they got to the 
watches they soon had them on their 
wrists, while the wrappings were tossed 
aside. It was not the wrapping, but the 
watch that mattered. 

Christianity came to the world in Jew- 
ish wrappings, but as it went out to the 
Gentiles it became clear to men like 
Paul that the Jewish wrappings must be 
laid aside. Some Jewish Christians, how- 
ever, insisted that Gentiles could be- 
come Christians only if they adopted 
Jewish customs and the ceremonies laid 
down by Moses. But that was to make 
the wrappings of the Gospel as impor- 
tant as the Gospel itself. It was to teach 
that salvation was not by Christ alone, 
but by Christ plus certain ceremonies. 
The conference at Jerusalem of which 
we have studied today declared against 
such an idea and freed Gentile Chris- 
tians from having to keep Jewish rules 
and ceremonies. 

It is always a mistake to make sal- 
vation depend on keeping rules and ob- 
-serving ceremonies. In time, people 
come to trust the ceremony rather than 
the Saviour. But no ceremony, Jewish 
or Christian, can save the soul. Only 
Christ can do that. We are not saved 
by anything we do, but only by what 
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Christ has done at Calvary. Every sin- 
ner’s prayer must be: “Nothing in my 
hand I bring; simply to Thy cross I 
cling.” 

Vancouver, B. C., CaN, 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“No small dissension and disputation 
with them” (Acts 15:2).—I had always 
been taught that it was unscriptural to 
discuss, dispute, or debate about spir- 
itual things; but when I read this verse 
and verse 7 with Philippians 1:7 and 
the third verse of Jude, I realized it 
was always necessary to fight for Chris- 
tian freedom. 

And when conducting evangelistic 
services, at which precious souls were 
saved, I have found it both necessary 
and advisable to contend for the purity 
and simplicity of the faith when athe- 
ists, Modernists, or cultists would at- 
tempt by denials and errors to hinder 
or otherwise undermine the work. At 
times there was “no small dissension and 
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disputation with them.” I endeavored, 
of course, to maintain a right spirit 
throughout the discussions, and the Lord 
always blessed the “defence of the gos- 
pel.” 

Satan and his emissaries have no 
notion of allowing the Gospel of Christ 
to be preached in simplicity and faith- 
fulness without hindrance. Satan, by 
observation, knows the power of that 
Gospel (Luke 8:12), and does all in his 
power to deny or adulterate it (2 Cor. 
4:3, 4). : 

No one could say in the hearing of 
the Apostle Paul, “Except ye be circum- 
cised . . . ye cannot be saved,” without 
being challenged. To him, such teach- 
ing not only frustrated the grace of 
God, but also nullified the death of 
Christ (Gal 2:21). 

I imagine I can hear him say with 
all the earnestness of which he was 
capable, “I testify again to every man 
that is circumcised, that he is a debtor 
to do the whole law” (Gal. 5:3). Law 
and grace are opposites, hence the very 
foundation of Christianity was threat- 
ened. Consequently, there was the 
necessity of having this vital matter 
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Lesson for February 19 


aired and thrashed out in the presence 
of the apostles and elders at Jerusalem. 


“Troubled you with words, subverting 
your souls” (v. 24).—It is profitable to 
notice just how the delegates at this 
apostolic convention spoke of Law-keep- 
ing. Peter termed it “a yoke... which 
neither our fathers nor we were able 
to bear” (v. 10). In the estimation of 
James, to insist that the Gentile be- 
lievers keep the Law would be to 
“trouble” them (v. 19): and in the verse 
under consideration, it not only troubled 
them, but subverted (or unsettled) their 
souls. The “yoke” which believers 
should take is the one which the Lord 
Jesus calls “easy” (Matt. 11:30). 

When the superintendent of a mission 
school asked, “Who can tell me what 
a yoke is?” a little girl said, “Some- 
thing they put on the necks of animals.” 
Then the superintendent inquired, “What 
is meant by the Lord’s yoke?” All were 
silent for a moment, then the hand of 
a four-year-old child went up, and she 
said, “God putting His arms around our 
necks!” Nothing troublesome or un- 
settling about that! 


“Men that have hazarded [risked] 
their lives for the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ” (v. 26)—When Paul first 
appeared in their midst and desired to 
be one of them they “were all afraid 
of him, and believed not that he was 
a disciple” (Acts 9:26). Here, they said, 
“Our beloved Barnabas and Paul, men 
that have hazarded their lives for the 
name.” What changed their thoughts so 
completely?  Paul’s actions from that 
first day until then. He had “won his 
spurs,” as horsemen would say. He 
counted not his life dear to himself that 
he might finish his course with joy. 

“Of all the memorials in Westminster 
Abbey,” says the Sunday School Chron- 
icle, “there is not one that gives a nobler 
thought than that inscribed on the monu- 
ment to Lord Lawrence —simply his 
name with the date of his death, and 
these words: ‘He feared man so little 
because he feared God so much.’” 


“For it seemed good to the Holy Ghost, 
and to us” (v. 28).—This is another of 
those verses revealing the personality 
of the Holy Spirit. It would be non- 
Sensical to say, “It seemed good to an 
influence — or an impulse.” How did the 
apostles know that it seemed good to 
the Holy Spirit? Because He came upon 
uncircumcised Gentile believers in the 
house of Cornelius. (See Acts 10:44; 
11:15-18; 15:7-9.) 

“To lay upon you no greater burden 

..” (v. 28b).—These words constitute 
another reminder that the apostles and 
elders were satisfied that the demand for 
Obedience to the Law of Moses as a con- 
dition of salvation was a great and un- 
Necessary burden. But being relieved 
of that burden by apostolic authority by 
ho means meant that Gentile believers 
were to be lawless:. For the same grace 
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of God that saves us teaches us that 
“denying ungodliness and ‘vorldly lusts, 
we should live soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world; looking for 
that blessed hope .. .” (Titus 2:12, 13). 
The constraining love of Christ is more 
effective than the powerless demands of 
Law (2 Cor. 5:14, 15). 

“God called for my life and I offered 
it at His footstool; but He gave it me 
as a prey, with unspeakable addition. 
He called for my will, and I resigned 
it at His call; but He returned me His 
own in token of His love. He called 
for the w6rld, and I laid it at His feet, 
with the crowns thereof;. I withheld 
them not at the beckoning of His hand. 
But mark the benefit of the exchange! 
For He gave me, instead of earth, a 
kingdom of eternal peace, and in lieu 
of the Crown of Vanity, a Crown of 
Glory. .. . He gave me joy which no 
tongue can express, and peace, which 
passeth understanding. My heart was 
melted with the height of comfort; my 
soul was immersed in the depths of love; 
my eyes overflowed with tears of pleas- 
ure. I begged Himself, and He gave 
me All” (Journal of the Life of Thomas). 


Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, you will see it in the sub- 

way stations and in other crowded 
and confusing places, that welcome sign: 
“This Way Out.” Especially will you 
be glad to see it if you are a stranger 
in that place; it was put there mainly 
for your benefit. Paul and Barnabas 
and Peter, and some other servants of 
God, were in an uncomfortable situa- 
tion, and they wanted to find the way 
out. It was one of those baffling prob- 
lems of Christian statesmanship, where 
honest opinions were diametrically op- 
posed—a problem to which the disci- 
ples were strangers, for they had not 
been that way before. They were look- 
ing for the “This Way Out” sign, and 
they found it—and got out. James was 
the man who pointed the way out. His 
speech, recorded in Acts 15:13-21, is a 
masterpiece of consecrated common sense, 
It was a crisis in the church’s infant 
days, and a false step doubtless would 
have been disastrous. 

Now, fellows, stake down this one 
fact, if we get nothing else out of the 
unraveling of that tangle: There’s al- 
ways a way out of any difficulty, or a 
way through, or over —if you are seek- 
ing “first the kingdom of God,” and not 
to gratify your own selfish ends or pride, 
Think that down to the bone — then test 
it out. 

Ninety-nine times out of a hundred, 
where Christians cannot work together 
without a fuss, it is a case of selfishness 
or unsurrendering pride. One need 
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never surrender a principle, but every 
day we must surrender something of 
self for the sake of harmony and prog- 
ress. You fellows know how that works 
on a baseball team. A man must forget 
himself in the interest of the success 
of the whole outfit. 

Now, those “certain of the .. . Phari- 
sees which believed,” and even some of 
the disciples, were doubtless honest in 
their contentions, but they came into 
the council and listened to the testi- 
mony of Peter and Paul and Barnabas 
as to the operations of the Holy Spirit 
among the Gentiles; then they heard 
James’s wise suggestion, and like good 
sports decided to meet their opponents 
halfway to promote the good of the 
whole cause. It was the way out, and 
they were not so blinded by pride and 
conceit that they could not see it and 
take it. So the churches grew and were 
multiplied. 

Remember this, fellows, next time you 
are in a hole, there’s a way out, but 
you are likely, nay, you are sure to miss 
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it if you are thinking entirely of your- 
self, or bent upon having your own way, 
to the exclusion of every other interest. 

The way out is usually via the self- 
forgetful route—the highway whose 
signposts spell “OTHERS”! 


Fontana Dam, N. C. 
we 


The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1950 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are ask 

to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 

four illustrations. 

From Midnight to Noonday.—The lib- 
erty wherewith Christ hath made us free 
(Gal. 5:1, Golden Text). A girl in a 
mission school in India sang all day as 
she went about her work. When asked 
why she was so happy, she said: “I 
have been set free from idolatry, and 
you can never know what that means. 
I am set at liberty. It is like slipping 
suddenly from midnight darkness into 
brightest noontide of glory.”—From the 
Baptist Times. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Necessary —and Enough.—And_ the 
apostles and elders came together for 
to consider of this matter (Acts 15:6). In 
a hospital ward, a lady missionary found 
an undersized and undeveloped little 
Irish boy, whose white, wizened face and 
emaciated form excited her deepest sym- 
pathy. His own soul’s need was put 
before him, and he was awakened to 
some sense of his lost condition, inso- 
much that he commenced seriously to 
consider how he might be saved. 
Brought up a Romanist, he thought and 
spoke of penance and confessional, of 
sacraments and church, yet never wholly 
leaving out Christ Jesus and His atoning 
work. One morning the lady called 
again upon him, and found his face 
aglow with a new-found joy. Inquiring 
the reason, he replied with assurance 
born of faith in the revealed Word of 
God, “O missis, I always knew that Jesus 
was necessary; but I never knew till 
yesterday that He was enough !”"—From 
“Illustrations of Bible Truth,” by Dr. H. 
A. Ironside. Sent by Mrs. T. A. Mc- 
Quillen, Patton, Pa. Prize illustration. 


No Matter What It Costs——Men that 
have hazarded their lives for the name 
of our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts 15:26). 
I recall an incident that was of much 
blessing in a Bible class of mine. While 
teaching a lesson similar to this one, 


one of the members of the class began ° 


to cry. So greatly was she affected that 
I had. to stop teaching. What that girl 
said stirred us all, and taught the lesson 
better than I could have done. “Oh,” 
she said, “I feel so ashamed when I hear 
these stories of men and women who 
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stood so nobly for Christ; and here’s 
me, a Christian, and I’m so scared to 
witness for Him at work, and at home, 
too! My people don’t want me to be a 
Christian; they laugh at me, and, God 
forgive me, I have let that make me 
timid. Also I’ve refused to give out 
tracts in our neighborhood for fear of 
ridicule. Oh, I’m not fit to be Christ's 
follower, but, by His grace, it’s going 
to be different from now on. I’m going 
to take my stand for Him no matter 
what it costs.” I would like to add that 
this girl is one of the best Christians 
I know today.—From personal experi- 
ence. Sent by Mrs. J. Shields, West Hill, 
Ont., Can. 


We Need More Than an Example— 
No greater burden (Acts 15:28). Dr. 
Joseph Parker, on one occasion, referred 
to the Unitarian conception of Jesus 
Christ as a great example only, and then 
went on to say: “We have been to hear 
Paderewski play. It was wonderful, 
superb, magnificent. Then we went 
home and looked at the piano. We 
would have sold it to the first man who 
would have been fool enough to buy it. 
This is the effect of your great exam- 
ples upon us. I want not only a great 
example, but a great Saviour, one who 
can deliver me from my weakness and 
my sins.” To follow a good example 
in the future will not blot out the black 
record of the past; we need the blood 
of Christ’s atoning sacrifice to accom- 
plish that. To hear a Paderewski play 
will not make us like a Paderewski. 
Could a Paderewski incarnate himself 
within one, he could play like himself. 
So the Christian life is not Christ and I, 
but Christ in me. We need the Christ 
within to live the Christ without.—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. 


Nothing To Brag Of.— Knowing that a 
man is not justified by the works of the 
law, but by the faith of Jesus Christ, 
even we have believed in Jesus Christ, 
that .we might be justified by the faith 
of Christ, and not by the works of the 
law (Gal. 2:16). A colored man was 
wonderfully saved, and arose in a class 
meeting to testify to his new-found joy. 
His heart was filled with Christ and his 
lips spoke of Him and of Him only, as 
his Redeemer and Lord. The class leader 
was a legalist, and said, when the other 
had finished: “Our brother has told us 
what the Lord did for him, but he has 
forgotten to tell us what he did in order 
to be saved. God does His part when 
we do ours. Brother, did you not do 
your part before God saved you?” The 
colored man was on his feet in a moment 
and exclaimed, “I sho did do my part. 
I took to running away from God as 
fast as my sins could carry me. That 
was my part. And God took after me 
till He run me down. That was His 
part.” Yes, you and I have all done our 
part, and a dreadfully sad part it was. 
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| here’s We did all the sinning and He must that they were not saved at all, be- 

ared to do all the saving. After we are saved cause they had not been circumcised, SEARCHING 
t home, wecan labor night and day to show our Circumcision was an important rite of sah dain it ems ta 
to be a gratitude to Him for what His grace the Law of Moses. The Gentile Chris- girls? Here's the answer — 


“Footsteps of Faith”—a three- 





1d, God has wrought.—From H. A. Ironside, in tians had been born again by faith in 
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st Hill, I ‘ to keep the Law in order to be saved. ’ 
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He was taken along to the Bible House, had never even heard of the Law of gifts build fruitful lives. Write for further details. 


All the Fitness He Requires.—Knowing 
that a man is not justified by the works 
of the law, but by the faith of Jesus 
Christ, even we have believed in Jesus 
Christ (Gal. 2:16). The regional secre- 


appointed government official at dinner. 


where he was shown the stock of books, 


they had to keep the Law of Moses in 
order to be saved. Yet these men who 
told them now that they could not be 


saved without keeping the Law had come 


from Judea, where Christianity had 
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Spirit was recognized as the real leader 
of the church, verse 28.) The church 
agreed to send two men of Jerusalem 
back to Antioch with Paul and Barna- 
bas to tell the Gentile Christians the 
decision reached by the council at Jeru- 
salem. They sent a letter as well, to 
make doubly sure that those at Antioch 
would know that the message was 
authoritative. 

Verses 23 to 29 give the letter. Let 
us read it together. Notice that the 
apostles: and Jerusalem church recog- 
nized the Gentile believers as “breth- 
ren.” See the love they have for Paul 
and Barnabas, who have risked their 
lives for Christ. Be sure to notice also 
that the decision reached by the first 
Christian council was guided by the 
Holy Spirit, so we know it was right. 

What happened when the four men 
got to Antioch with the letter? (The 
believers at Antioch rejoiced at the lib- 
erty that there is in Christ, and the 
Lord’s work went steadily forward in 
that city.) 

Galatians 2:16 makes it clear why the 
Christians at Antioch rejoiced. Read it 
together. They realized that believers 
are justified by faith, not by keeping 
the Law of Moses. 

No wonder our Golden Text says, 
“Stand fast therefore in the liberty 
wherewith Christ hath made us free, and 
be not entangled again with the yoke of 
bondage.” How wonderful to know that 
our salvation is certain, because it de- 
pends entirely on our Saviour! [If it 
depended partly on us, we would always 
be worrying for fear we would not reach 
Heaven after all. Since the Lord has set 
us free from that fear, what then? Does 
that mean that Christians should go on 
sinning just as if they had never been 
saved? No, a thousand times. The very 
fact that Christ has set us free from 
sin and its penalty at the cost of His 
precious blood makes us want to serve 
Him faithfully forever. 

Preparation for next time: Flannel- 
backed strips— “Acts 13 and 14,” “Acts 
15,” “Paul’s First Missionary Journey,” 
and “The. First Christian Council.” 

Assignments: (1) Be ready to tell us 
how Paul’s plans were changed at the 
beginning of his second missionary jour- 
ney, Acts 16:6-12. (2) Be ready to tell 
us what happened at Philippi, Acts 16: 
13-40. (3) Be ready to tell us what hap- 
pened at Thessalonica, Acts 17:1-9. (4) 
Be ready to tell us what happened at 
Berea, Acts 17:10-14. (5) Be ready to 
tell us what happened at Athens, Acts 
17: 15-34. 

FERNDALE, WASH, 


It will help very much to reconcile us 
to our troubles, and to make us patient 
under them, to consider that they are 
what God has appointed us to.—Mat- 
thew Henry. ; 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
A Christian Answer (Acts 15:6-9, 11, 22-27) 


OES a person have to belong to our 

church to be a Christian? How 
does one live up to the name Christian? 
(Review the lesson of two weeks ago). Do 
Christians ever quarrel? They certainly 
disagree about some things — that is the 
reason there are Baptists and Methodists 
and Congregationalists, and other de- 
nominations, instead of just plain Chris- 
tians. Even such good Christians as 
Paul and Barnabas had strong disagree. 
ments — but no fist fights! 


The Christian church at Antioch had 
company from Judza. Said the visitors, 
“Unless you foreigners join the Jewish 
church and keep our rules, you cannot 
be saved.” Paul and Barnabas said: 
“They are saved already. They do not 
have to join your church.” After a 
great deal of argument someone sug- 
gested: “Paul and Barnabas, you and 
others go to Jerusalem and ask Peter 
and John what they think about it. They 
know the most about the Lord Jesus’ 
plans.” 

In Jerusalem the leaders met to an- 
swer this important question: Must the 
foreigners join the Jews’ church and 
keep all the Jewish rules in the Old 
Testament? Much argument. Then 
Peter stood up. “You know God had 
me speak to the foreigners at Cornelius’s 
house. When they believed, God gave 
them the Holy Spirit just as He did us. 
He forgave their sins just as He did ours 
They were saved by the Lord Jesus 
Christ just as we have to be.” “Even 
in the Old Testament,” added James, 
“it says that foreigners will belong to 
God. God knew all about this before- 
hand —that the Gentiles would believe. 
So let us not bother them any more, 
but just ask them to be sure to do three 
or four necessary things.” The quarrel 
was over. Back went the answer: You 
do not have to do things our way. Just 
keep yourselves from sin. 

“The same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon him” (Rom. 10:12, 
Memory Verse). Jews and Gentiles are 
alike to God. Are whites and Negroes? 
Americans and Japanese? Grownups 
and children? Children who have al- 
ways gone to church and those who 


started today? Our verse says the Lord ° 


is rich or generous to all these folks who 
call Him to be their Saviour. (Pictures 
of the Lord Jesus and of a praying child 
may be used.) What does He give each 
one? . 

Let’s peek into this gay box and think 
of His rich presents. Henry may take 
out one. A clean heart with the pic- 
ture of Jesus on it!) My! that is a nice 
present! I am so glad my sins are gone. 
And now, if I do anything bad, and I 
ask Him to forgive me, He makes me 
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Lesson for February 19 


clean again. It doesn’t cost me any- 
thing, but think what it cost Him — His 
death on the cross! And the Lord Him- 
self, His Spirit, lives in me to help me! 

Betty, take another gift from the box. 
(A picture of a home.) Oh, that tells 
me of the present the Lord gives me of 
a wonderful Home in Heaven when I 
get through living down here in my 
white house with the green blinds and 
red chimneys. I expect that new one up 
there glitters with gold and sparkles 
with diamonds and jewels, beautiful, 
rich, because the Lord Jesus can make 
anything lovely. 

Now, John, see if there isn’t another 
gift in that box. (A picture of children 
looking up.) I wonder whose children 
they are. The Lord Jesus made me a 
nice present, too, when I was born into 
God’s family. “My Father is a billion- 
aire, a billionaire, a billionaire; He owns 
the earth and the starry heavens and 
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everything everywhere.” And being so 
rich, don’t you suppose He'll give me 
everything I need if I ask Him? Surely! 
Especially if I obey Him. 
Say! Are these your gifts, too? 
Orono, MAINE. 
bi 4 


For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


OTHING that could be written about 

this passage of Scripture would be 
intelligible to the Primary child, so I 
would suggest that we take the same 
topic, “A Christian Answer,” and use 
Proverbs 15:1 as our Scripture: “A soft 
answer turneth away wrath: but griev- 
ous words stir up anger.” 

In the Scripture passage in Acts 15 we 
find that the apostles had gotten into 
an argument. They did not agree about 
some very important things. This hap- 
pens in every church and in every other 
group of people. God didn’t make us all 
think alike. What a dull world it would 
be if we all thought alike about all 
things! One of the things that makes 
life interesting is our differences, but 
we have to learn to disagree without 
quarreling. 

I wonder if every one of you children 
has not at some time quarreled. I cannot 
think of any child, who ever plays with 
other children, has not quarreled by 
the time he is old enough to be in Sun- 
day school. He is old enough to have 
ideas of his own, but not old enough not 
to quarrel about them. 

What is the thing that makes most 
quarrels? Wanting our own way, isn’t 
it? Or perhaps, wanting some toy or 
special thing. Selfishness, isn’t it? Chil- 
dren fight to keep possession of a doll 
or a ball. It is so hard to learn to share 
things. It is so hard to learn to give 
up something we want. And, children, 
it-is just as hard for some grownups as 
it is for you. Some people grow old, 
and never stop fighting to have their 
own way. 

But if you are a Christian, you know 
it is not right to fight and quarrel. The 
Holy Spirit in your heart very soon tells 
you this, and the Word of God tells you 
just how to stop a quarrel. We have it 
today. A soft answer. What is a soft 
answer? Let’s see. If a boy came up to 
one of you boys and said, “Give me that 
ball!” and you answered: “I will not! 
Yon can’t have it! It’s my ball!” Would 
that be a soft answer? I’m afraid not, 
and I know the boy would snatch and 
fight to get it. But suppose you said: 
“Yes, you can have it to play with, for 
a while. It is my ball, but I'll be glad 
to share it with you.” Wouldn’t you 
say that was a soft answer? I would. 
But you say, “He would take my ball 
and he wouldn’t give it back.” He might 
take it, but in most cases, he would give 
it back after he had played with it. 
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the seal of a covenant of grace (Gen. 
17:10). Under Moses it became a seal 
of the covenant of Law. These men were 
concerned with the latter. 

3. Grace does not imply lack of obli- 
gation. That needs to be stressed today. 

4. Paul’s apostleship was not yet (nor 
for some time) universally acknowl- 
edged; and despite his own sense of 
apostolic appointment, he was willing to 
submit his dictum to a central council. 
But see Galatians 2:11-14. 

_ 5. Salvation is by grace for both Jew 
and Gentile (v. 11). 

6. A testimony of God’s work among 
the Gentiles through them (v. 12). 

7. He summoned the testimony of the 
Old Testament to support the case of 
the Gentiles. 

8. That from the beginning it was a 
heresy, not an authorized teaching of 
the church (v. 24). 

9. The mind of the Spirit (v. 28). 

10. Our freedom is not license, but is 
ordered in keeping with the laws of 
charity, propriety, and morality (v, 29). 
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Lesson for February 19 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, February 19 


1. Co-operation Brings Results 
(1 Cor. 3:4-10) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 

HERE is at once great profit and in- 

spiration and great danger of mis- 
understanding in the theme presented 
in the topic for our consideration this 
week. This is the first of two topics 
intended to stress the value of inter- 
denominational action in local communi- 
ties toward “the correction of situations 
that keep our country from being a 
Christian nation.” 

Now there can be no question that co- 
operation between individual believers 
is a vital part of Christian life. Paul’s 
illustration of the working together of 
the various parts of the human body, 
found in 1 Corinthians 12, is an excellent 
example of such true Christian co-opera- 
tion. We shall examine that Scripture 
portion in greater detail in connection 
with next week’s topic. 

Likewise, there is an important place 
for co-operation between groups of be- 
lievers. Effective missionary effort, 
evangelization, and resistance to the in- 
roads of evils, such as gambling, sale of 
intoxicants and narcotics, desecration of 
the Lord’s Day, and the like, have been 
accomplished by the combined efforts of 
Christian groups. The Scripture lesson 
chosen for this week’s topic calls atten- 
tion to the lack of co-operation among 
the believers in Corinth, some of whom 
claimed to be followers of Paul; others, 
followers of: Apollos; and still others, 
followers of Cephas, or Peter. Paul re- 
minded the Corinthian believers that 
each of these ministers had their par- 
ticular place and work in bringing be- 
lievers into the fullness of Christian ex- 
perience, but that it was God working 
in them and through them that accom- 
plished the real results, and, therefore, 
the Corinthians were wrong in following 
one or another of these leaders instead 
of following Christ. He showed them 
such division was the result of their own 
lack of spirituality, which resulted in 
envy of one another and strife and com- 
petition. 

ye 

There is a very real sense in which 
co-operation between denominations and 
groups of Christians today may be the 
result of following this man or that man, 
and failing to follow Christ. A weak 
Spiritual life today can cause envying 
and strife and division among groups 
of Christians just as truly as it did 
among the Corinthians. It often results 
in unwillingness to pull together for fear 
Someone else may get the credit, or fear 
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lest one group may grow in numbers 
and prestige as the result of work done 
by another group. 


Paul’s remedy for this condition is just. 


as good today as it was when he pre- 
scribed it to the Corinthians. It con- 
sists in unwillingness to be kept on the 
milk diet of. babes in Christ, and in be- 
ing satisfied with nothing less than the 
strong meat of the Word, which will 
produce a strong and virile spiritual ex- 
perience. And it involves a willingness 
to recognize that all true believers have 
their place and part in the great work 
of the Christian Church, which is bring- 
ing men and women and boys and girls 
into vital touch with the Lord Jesus 
Christ as their.Saviour and Lord. It 
does not matter so much who gets the 
credit for the final step which brings 
unbelievers into a saving knowledge of 
Christ, as it does that they have taken 
that step and-have come to know Him. 


se 


But, as suggested in the opening para- 
graph, there is also danger in the idea 
of co-operation, as it is sometimes pre- 
sented today. God’s Word contains many 
warnings against co-operation with un- 
believers. The Christian Church has suf- 
fered because of failure to heed these 
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your wholehearted co-operation. 


The Friends of Israel Missionary and Relief Society, Inc. 


728-S Witherspoon Building 


Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


General Secretary 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen 
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If you want to know 


By for many years, during 

obtain a better understanding 
relationship to Ged’s prophecies. 
this book, dealing particularly with 


DOUGLAS 
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and World Dictatorship. “The Great World Crisis” is a down-to- 
earth, practical portrayal of what we may expect in the end- 
times and for this reason should be positively thrilling to the 
believer in that it indicates there is so little yet to be fulfilled 


of prophetic Scriptures. 





$2.00 





When answering advertisements, please mention The Sunday School Times. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


COURSE 


Long needed, this new course should inspire Christians to a renewed 


effort to win the lost. Covers, in a practical way, every phase of personal 
work. Fourteen big sections, includi 
“Radio Evangelism,” “Reaching You 


” 


‘Personal Work for Men, 
for Christ,” “Dealing with 


Delusion,” and “The Christian Camp.” Written by outstanding 
Christians, leaders in their fields, such as William Culbertson, Harry A. 
Tronside, William McCarrell, Harry Saulnier and many others. 


2 VOLUMES! 
14 SECTIONS! 


$10.00 waite today! 


MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 





CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 


Dept. $100 


Please send me further details on your newest course, 


**Personal Work for Christ.” 
NAME 





ADDRESS 





CITY. 


ZONE 


STATE 





February 4, 1950 


admonitions. Many of our large Chris. 
tian denominations have weakened their 
testimony and diluted or killed the effi. 
cacy of their ministry by inviting into 
the church and enlisting the co-opera. 
tion of individuals who have not been 
born again. 

Other groups, when men or women 
have been discovered in their midst who 
do not hold to the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith, have refused to cleanse 
their ranks and have slowly but none 
the less surely become officially apostate. 
Co-operation and working together in 
Christian objectives with such groups 
becomes therefore impossible for those 
who would hold to the faith once for 
all delivered to the saints, for the rea- 
son that, in order to do so, believers 
must invariably surrender or  “soft- 
pedal” some Christian principle: Thus, 
by their silence or lack of emphasis, if 
not by open disavowal, they are re- 
quired to deny the very faith for which 
they stand. An example of such com. 
promising co-operation was seen not 
long ago in a meeting in which leaders 
of a number of Protestant denominations 
took part. In deference to Greek Ortho- 
dox Church representatives, a responsive 
service was read, including prayers to 
certain saints. It is seen in certain other 
co-operative meetings where the name 
of Christ must be omitted lest it give 
offense to certain groups. 

Co-operation of this kind also brings 
results, but not the kind of results that 
the true follower of Christ should desire 
and certainly not the results that He 
expects to see in the lives and work of 
His followers. 

PHILADELPHIA, 

w 


A Visit to Robert Murray 
McCheyne’s Church 


(Continued from page 93) 


relics. There was his two-volume inter- 
leaved Bagster Bible—a rare treasure, 
with the copious notes of the saint and 
student, especially in Psalms, Song of 
Solomon, and the Gospels. One would 
love to spend days perusing these care- 
ful notes, so full of sound scholarship 
and devotion. The small penmanship 
was almost like copperplate, while the 
Greek and Hebrew writing was a work 
of art. His Hebrew characters are more 
perfectly formed than in many printed 
works of his day. 

In the minister’s vestry there is a beau- 
tiful grandfather’s clock, which was 
given to McCheyne by the members of 
his Bible class. After his death, it was 
sold with his effects, but was later 
brought back by the Bible class and 
presented to their late minister’s great 
friend, Andrew Bonar. One of Bonar's 
daughters, who married Mr. James Oates, 
inherited the clock, and in a note ap- 
pended to her will expressed her wish 
that St. Peter’s Church should have it 
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if the session desired it. 


e Chris. it still tells the minister that it is time 
red their Bj go into the pulpit, despite its more 
the effi. than one hundred years of service. 

‘ing into The chairs used by the original ses- 


0-Opera- 


re still there, two in the minis- 
10t been ee 


ter’s vestry and four in the session room. 
The portraits of the six ministers who 
preceded the present incumbent are also 
in the session room, along with the pic- 
ture of William Burns in Chinese cos- 
tume. 

Mr. Muir told us several incidents of 
the days of McCheyne. As an example 
of the mighty moving of the Holy Spirit 
on men’s hearts in those days, he spoke 
of a stranger from the Orkneys who en- 
tered a service late, while Mr. Mc- 
Cheyne was preaching; and who, by the 
time he reached the first pillar, was so 
overwhelmed with conviction of sin that 
he could not take another step, but stood 
weeping and crying for mercy. 

We were the guests of the minister and 


women 
idst who 
s of the 
cleanse 
ut none 
apostate. 
ther in 
groups 
or those 
mce for 
the rea- 
elievers 

“soft. 

Thus, 
hasis, if 
are re- 


egies: his lovely family for dinner, and, after 
. the meal, our friend showed us more 
sal relics of McCheyne. Most valuable of 


all was an original sermon manuscript, 
which clearly showed how the godly 
minister labored with his sermons, scor- 
ing out, correcting, and rewriting. Again, 
the penmanship is neat and clear. And 
the state of preservation is quite re- 
markable for a paper more than one 
hundred years old. One of McCheyne’s 
letters to his parents also is a rare treas- 
ure, breathing that deep love for Christ 
and jealousy for the Saviour’s honor, so 
characteristic of the man. In this Mc- 
Cheyne was much like an earlier Scot- 
tish saint who lived to riper years — 
Samuel Rutherford, whose letters must 
have been meat and drink to him. 

The reverence in which Mr, Gray 
holds the memory of his great predeces- 
1y sor, and the complete lack of any jeal- 
ousy over honors still heaped upon: the 
long-departed one, are themselves indi- 
cation of the lovely character of the 


nations 
Ortho- 
ponsive 
yers to 
n other 
> name 
it give 


brings 
ts that 
desire 
iat He 
ork of 


inter. present minister of St. Peter’s. While 
asure, he feels that the church must not be 
it and ruled by the past in matters of methods 
ng of and operation, he realizes that founda- 
would tions have been laid which must not 
care- be removed, and he seems to be con- 
arship scious of the responsibility that one bears 
inship who stands in such a noble succession. 
le the Wueaton, Itt. 
work w 
more 
rinted Signs of Revival 
beau. (Continued from second page) 
was ters and laymen at a breakfast meeting. 
rs of There was hearty singing in unison of 
t was such grand old hymns as “My hope is 
later built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood 
and and righteousness”; there were a few 
great duets by the Palermo brothers, which 
mar’s touched many hearts; testimonies from 
Yates, Several Youth for Christ representatives 
: ap. who had traveled widely in several 


Countries; and a deeply moving mes- 
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sage by Dr. Bob Cook, president of the 
International Youth for Christ. He be- 
gan by saying that he was “not going 
to engage in any pleasantries,” and be- 
fore he had finished there were many ! 
tears. He told of the great meetings 
under Billy Graham in Los Angeles; of 
the work of Youth for Christ in fifty- 
nine countries, with 1,450 rallies in the 
U.S.A.; and told how “a night of prayer 
broke the back of” :a conference of 
Y.F.C. workers at Winona Lake, Ind. 
Among other impressive things, he said, 
‘Any man willing to strike bottom on 
repentance is going to strike fire.” When 
Dr. Cook had finished, the men got down 
on their knees in the dining room and 
had a season of fervent prayer. 

Out of that meeting has come a regu- 
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3 Tracts That Probe 


If the New Testament Is Not 
True —What Then? 
By I. Reich 60c per 100 
For your Jewish triends 
Getting the Best of Marriage 
By Dr. Clarence E. Macartne 
Te per 100 


per 
Should be in every minister's kit 
Theodote Roosevelt's 
8 Reasons— ' 
for geifg to church. 50c per 100 


Samples free on request. Send 
cash with quantity orders to: 


AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY 
21 W. 4éth St. Dept.s N.Y. 19, N.Y. 
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1] There is now a dire reed for more Christian leadership. Spirit em- 
powered and thoroughly trained men are needed to give forth the Biblical 
message of the Living Word to millions who otherwise will die without 
0 the good news of the Gospel. 
Fuller Theological Seminary, under God, is seeking to help meet this 
\ need by training scores of consecrated young men to be missionaries, 
evangelists, pastors, and Bible teachers. 


ANY To satisfactorily fulfill this duty, Fuller Theological Seminary’s proposed 
Educational Building must SOON become a reality! 


& & We welcome your prayerful interest. 
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SMITH RAISED MINK 


: Got a Mink Journal ($5 a’ year) to read. 
“It pays to know how.”’ Smith also 
raised children, but read ‘nothing on it. 
A fool? When $2 brings expert advice 

. plus children’s daily devotions; 10c sam- 
ple. - Group prices. 

CHRISTIAN PARENT MAGAZINE 
Box S Highland, Illinois 
CHRISTIAN 


5000 WORKERS WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
: some ry rip ee, <. 2. . A 


greeting cards. Good commission. Send for 
free catalog and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 6-M Pontiac Bldg. CHICAGO 5, ILL. 
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NEW, BEAUTIFUL GOSPEL TRACTS 


Richly lithographed in 4 colors. Nothing comparable. 
Send 10c today for samples of 4-color tracts, or 25c for 
packet of all available titles, both lithographed and let- 
ter press (1-color) Gospel tracts. Clear, short, appeal- 
ing messages . . . the kind of tracts folks will receive, 
read, and heed. Get your samples now. 
BOOK AND BIBLE ROOM 
P. ©. Box 35-T Hesston, Kansas 


MONEY FOR YOU 


up to 50 ed cent profit selling cards, 
Bibles, and 100 other Christian items. 
Also free carrying case. Write for in- 
formation. 
Gladway Card and Bible House 
ROYAL OAK, MICHIGAN 
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lar Tuesday morning breakfast meeting 
followed by prayer for revival. It is 
held in a central room in Philadelphia, 
has been kept up without intermission 
for ten weeks, and, while the numbers 
have fluctuated, yet recently they have 
been increasing and a real spirit of 
prayer has gripped the men. The burden 
of their prayer is for revival in the city 
of Philadelphia, and that it may continue 
to spread throughout our land. 

No Christian questions the need for 
revival, though some have questioned 
the possibility of it in these latter days. 
But our God is the same today as in the 
days of John and Charles Wesley, George 
Whitefield, D. L. Moody, and Evan Rob- 
erts, and the Scriptures give us abun- 
dant reasons to believe that God will 
revive His people if they humble them- 
selves and earnestly and unitedly seek 
His blessing. “If my people, which are 
called by my name, shall humble them- 
selves, and pray, and seek’ my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways; then will 
I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin, and will heal their land” (2 
Chron, 7:14). 

w 


For Family Worship 
By Emest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


February 13-19 
Mon.—Acts 15:1-5. 
How Are Persons Saved? 
Prayer Succestions: “There rose up 
certain of the . . . Pharisees which be- 
lieved, saying, That it was needful to 
circumcise them, and to command them 





THROUGH Tht 


BIBLE Study 


Ev ANGELICAL 


Classes. 
Vacation 


AVENUE 


You 





pter 


People’s 
ng 
Bible Schools, 


By DR. HARLIN J. ROPER, pastor 
Scofield Memorial Church 
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to keep the law of Moses.” The way 
salvation is barred to some, confused fg 
others, and variously debated by pm 
small number of church leaders. It wy 
the same in the days of the apostly 
Some went not into the way of Gy 
themselves and sought to keep othey 
out, others mixed up the Gospel with 
works so that people were confused, anj 
still others held strange-views on th 
subject. Subverters of souls still aboung 
but God has men who give no place ty 
them, that the Gospel might continy 
unmixed with human notions. It is ip. 
deed the power of God unto salvation 
Pray for more champions of Christ; 
Gospel. 


Tues.—Acts 15:6-11, 
Testifying to the Work of Goi 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “We believe that 
through the grace of the Lord Jesy 
Christ we shall be saved, even as they.” 
Humility is the crown of Christian tes. 
timony. Highly honored Peter was meek 
and lowly in heart. He gave the Lon 
all the honor for His being chosen t 
witness to the Gentiles, and declared that 
the Holy Ghost was given to Gentiles 
as well as to Jews, and that each other’ 
salvation was all of grace. He testifie 
to the work of God without seeking ty 
divide the honors of Christ. The crown. 
ing Christian grace is humility. Pray 
for more lowliness of heart in all you 
say and do for your Saviour and Lord. 


Wed.—Acts 15:12-21. Freedom Upheld. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “My sentence is 
that we trouble not them, which from 
among the Gentiles are turned to God” 
Freedom from the bondage of the Law 
for all who received Christ as Saviowr 
was upheld by the apostlic council. They 
stood by the Gospel of the grace of God 
and gave no place to those who would 
mix grace and works. But they made 
it clear, however, that a “saved-by- 
grace” person will do what the Lord 
commands out of love instead of Law, 
and be careful to walk in the steps of 
Christ. Pray for the liberation of legal 
religionists, 


Thurs.—Acts 15:22-29. 
A. Letter to the Gentile Churches 
PraYver Succestions: “When they had 
gathered the multitude together, they 
delivered the epistle: which when they 
had read, they rejoiced for the conso- 
lation” (vs. 30, 31). The Jerusalem Coun- 
cil (of apostles) sent a communication 
to Gentile Christians not to be troubled 
by the words of false teachers who 
sought to bring them under the yoke of 
the Law, which no one had been able 
to keep. This victory for the truth of 
God, in the Gospel of His grace, caused 
great rejoicing. It is happiness to know 
salvation rests not upon our accomplish- 
ments, but upon the finished work of 
Christ. Pray for a deeper appreciation 
of the infinite cost of your salvation 
through -Christ, 
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Fri—Acts 15:30-35. Joy in Antioch. 
Prayer Succestions: “They rejoiced 
for the consolation.” The Church was 
aved-by- well repaid for sending Barnabas and 
he Lord Saul to the Council at Jerusalem. Their 
of Law, @ ‘eport, together with the letter from the 
steps of apostles which they gave to the church, 
of legal caused great joy. It comforted.and en- 
couraged them in their witness and 
work. The Lord stands by His faithful 
servants. He is the same sympathizing 
hurches, Jesus now as then. Pray for your breth- 
hey had ten who are contending for the “once- 
ar, they for-all-delivered faith.” 


en they @ Sst Galatians 2:1-10. 


| Cull Paul the Exponent of Grace. 
leuatll Prayer Succestions: “The truth of the 
roubled gospel.” Paul received the grace of God, 
rs whe as the chief of sinners. He is for us a 
yoke ot pattern of the saving love of Christ. 
on able Grace is the Christian message. Justi- 


ruth of @ “cation by faith is the only justification 

caused anyone can have before God. Magnify 

o know the grace of God that saved from sin 

mplish- and death and hell. Pray for all preach- 

ork ‘@ ers of the Gospel of God’s grace. 

ciation Sun.—Galatians 5:1-6. 

vation “Christ Has Set Us Free.” 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The liberty 
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"Studies in the Second 
Book of Luke: THE ACTS 
by Dr. W. Leon Tushar 


Every student will want this 
book on the study of Acts as it 
will open up the Book in a new 
way. The Divine Design of the 
Acts and the Divisions of the 
Book are here presented, togeth- 


wherewith Christ hath made us free.” 
This “liberty” is not license to sin. “Shall 
we continue in sin, that grace may 
abound?” It is not liberty to walk as 
we like, but to walk up and down in 
the will of God, in the fields of His 
abounding grace. The grace that saves 
us from the guilt and power and pun- : ; 

ishments of sin saves us to serve the , yea paren 


Lord Jesus Christ. Pray for the revival JOHN YOUNG, PUBLISHER 
a , 
movement in Japan. 143 Washington Street Binghamton, N. Y. 
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A Timely... Vital... New Book 
Television — Servant or Master? 


by Dr. Edward J. Carnell 
Author of INTRODUCTION TO CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS 





Will television, with its emphasis on low comedy and demands 
upon one’s time, become a disturbing secular influence upsetting 
the atmosphere of our Christian homes? Will it, as some people 
say, ‘‘do all our thinking for us'*? And can the quality of TV 
programs, manufactured to entertain the great multitudes of 
people, be any better than the dirt of a cheap novel? or the odor 
ofa cheap perfume? What can TV offer the Christian? Be sure to 
read Dr. Carnell’s keen analysis and stimulating discussion of 
television's pressing encroachments upon the morality and 
culture of the Christian home. 


$2.50 An Indispensable Book for Every Christian Home 
Order from your bookseller, or 

WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
255 JEFFERSON AVENUE, S. E. GRAND RAPIDS 3, MICHIGAN 
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Destitute Refugee Families Made Unspeakably Happy 


It is a joy to share with our Christian friends some of the 
encouraging messages of gratitude we receive from Europe 
and Palestine for our food parcels and other forms of relief. 
Here is a moving letter from a destitute Hebrew Christian 
family in Germany: 

“You have again brought us great joy with your won- 
derful CARE food package. May God reward you for this 
benevolence. The package contained such rich provisions, 
the precious coffee and chocolate which we will keep for 
special feast days; the box of ham — with every mouthful 
we will remember the kind donor. The rice is a delicacy 
for us, and the marmalade and milk we attacked imme- 
diately. All these and the others are well chosen foods, 
and I write immediately to say how unspeakably happy 
you have made me and my family. As refugees, we have 
lost everything, and our health was undermined during 
the years of hard labor and privation in the concentration 
camps. You can therefore imagine how we and others like 
us rejoice that there are such benefactors in America to 
help us. We are so sorry we cannot repay you. We can 
only pray that our Lord shall reward you.” 


Beloved readers and Christian friends, you, too, can be made unspeakably happy 
by helping us to relieve the distress of the hungry. the homeless, the widows, and 
the orphan children in Europe and Palestine. Please send us your sacrificial gift 


at this time of great need. 
$5.00 will pay for a nutritious food parcel. 
$10.00 will pay for a big CARE food parcel. 
$10.00 will support an orphan child for a month. 


A folder of “News Letters from Hebrew Christians in Europe” sent on request. 








Address gifts and communications to: 


THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
Rev. Jacob Peltz, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 
a Amis A Dept. T 91 peneved Ave. 
19 N. lo . pt. 
“Calcage 25, Tilinols Toronto, Ontario 








GENERAL HEADQUARTERS 


SUPREME COMMANDER FOR THE ALLIED POWERS 
OFFICE OF THE SUPREME COMMANDER 


8 December 19449 + 


Dear Mr. Kunz: 


I nave received with greatest interest the report of 
yourself, Glenn W, Wagner and Edvrin L, Frizen, representatives of - 
the Pocket Testament League, including letters of grateful appre- 
ciation addressed to the League by presidents of the leading 
universities of Japan. 


The magnificent and constructive work which the League 


is doing for the Jananese Nation has my hearty endorsement. This 
demonstration of practical Cnristianity is making a vital contri- 
oution toward meeting the heart needs of this people by means of 
mass meetings with wide distribution of the Scriptures, which re- 
veal the knowledge of God and His love through Jesus Christ. 


I sincerely trust that the people of America will grasp 
the present opportunity afforded by a merciful God to lay the 
foundation for a true and living faith, and I urgently request that 
Christian people everywhere shall support the Pocket Testament 
Leayue in their noble efforts to meet the challenge of this crucial 
hour. 


With cordial regard. 


Very faithfully, 


AB 


Mr. Alfred 4. Kunz, Executive Director, 
The Pocket Testament Leacue, Inc., 

156 Fifth Avenue, 

‘lew York 10, ilew York. 











